Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 





VOL. XII, NO. 4 


Cream of the News 


Wisconsin’s milk production in January was up 
slightly from a year earlier, following a record output 
of 22 billion pounds in 1979. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar and Swiss cheese in- 
creased in January, but butter prices were lower. 

Preliminary estimates for 1979 indicated that pro- 
duction of American cheese in both Wisconsin and 
the Nation was a record high. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in January 
were expected to average 1 cent higher than in 
December and 74 cents above a year ago. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at the 
end of January were up 18 percent from a year ago 
and the highest for that date since 1955. 

Production of butter and American cheese in Wis- 
consin and the Nation during January was above that 
month in 1979. 

The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers 
as of mid-January was below the prices paid index for 
the first time since July 1978. 

Beef cattle prices at Wisconsin auction markets in 
January were up from the previous month. 

The cattle inventory in Wisconsin and the Nation 
on January 1 was above a year earlier for the first 
time since 1975. ; 

Prices paid for barrows and gilts at Wisconsin pack- 
ing plants and country buying stations declined from 
December to January. 

The Nation’s hog slaughter for January was up 26 
percent from a year ago and a record kill for that 
month. 

Cold storage stocks of poultry in the Nation at the 
end of January were well above the previous year. 
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JANUARY MILK PRODUCTION 
UP SLIGHTLY FROM YEAR AGO 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during January total- 
ed 1,786 million pounds, an increase of about one-half per- 
cent from a year ago. Production per cow for January averag- 
ed 985 pounds, 5 pounds more than in January 1979. There 
were 1,813,000 milk cows on Wisconsin farms during Jan- 
uary, up 2,000 head from the previous year. 

The Nation’s milk production in January totaled 10.3 bil- 
lion pounds, nearly 3 percent higher than a year earlier. Pro- 
duction per cow averaged 951 pounds for January, a gain of 
28 pounds from last year. The 10.8 million milk cows on the 
Nation’s farms during January were slightly less than a year 
ago. 


Milk Production 
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1979 


Revised Jan.-Dec. 
1979 


Change from 
last year 


January 


Selected States 1980 








Million pounds Percent Million pounds 





Wisconsin ... 775 1,786 + 4 21,950 
Minnesota... 786 782 poor Wd 9,145 
New York... 889 905 ie?) 10,679 
Pennsylvania . 642 687 “ure Ow 8,084 
G@aliforniay an 953 1,047 + 10 12,549 
Other States. . 4,959 5,053 ae 61,216 
United States . 10,004 10,260 ay 123,623 








JANUARY MILK PRICES 
SHOW 1 CENT GAIN 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for milk sold in Jan- 
uary were expected to average $12.35 a hundredweight. This 
was | cent above December and 74 cents more than in Jan- 
uary 1979. 

The December milk price of $12.34 a hundredweight was 
7 cents lower than the previous month but 69 cents higher 
than a year earlier. Milkfat content for December averaged 
3.86 percent compared with 3.90 percent in December 1978. 
- Milk produced for the Grade A market returned an average 
of $12.50 a hundredweight in December, 8 cents under No- 
vember but 69 cents above the previous year. Manufacturing 
grade milk averaged $11.98 a hundredweight during Decem- 
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ber, a decline of 6 cents from a month earlier but also 69 
cents higher than December 1978. The 3.5 percent base price 
for manufacturing grade milk in December averaged $11.46 a 
hundredweight, 24 cents above the 3.5 percent Government 
support price. 


Milk Prices 1/ 




























November 1979 December price per cwt. ae 
Selected States price 
Average Price 79/78 
1978 1979 per 
test per cwt. change cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin .... 3.90 12.41 11.65 12.34 + 6 12.35 
Minnesota... . 3.76 11.99 TOSS 11.97 bo 7 12.00 
New York .... 3.68 12.90 11.70 12.50 ety, 12.50 
California .... 3.64 12.20 11.00 12.50 + 14 12.60 
United States .. 3.77 12.90 11.80 12.80 + 8 12.80 
Wisconsin utilitzation 
Market milk... 3.88 12.58 11.81 12.50 eye Aes KXX 
Manufacturing milk] 3.93 12.04 11.29 11.98 0 NG XXX 
Creameries 3292 11.91 11.19 11.86 + 6 XXX 
Cheese factories 3.93 12.06 1134 12.00 Hf XXX 
Varied prod plants 11.88 11.18 11.85 6 XXX 











1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary informa- 
tion for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 








Change from 








Utilization 

last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Marketimilkt. Va. @ahcoins pms ee eine 11.28 12.01 11.97 qe a) 
Manufacturing milk), 2. kG 10.78 11.47 11.46 +" 16 
Creamenies (Wen mane tee alee ie 10.68 11.36 TESI5 an 
American cheese plants ..... 10.81 11.49 11.48 +=. 6 
Varied products plants...... 10.67 11.33 11.34 oO 

Federal Order Markets........ 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 11.04 11.87 11.86 7, 





1/Computed using milkfat differential. 2/Preliminary. 


WHOLESALE PRICES 
HIGHER FOR CHEESE 


Wholesale prices of cheddar and Swiss cheese increased 
from December to January. Cheddar cheese in 40 pound 
blocks averaged 125.64 cents a pound at Wisconsin assembly 
points in January, up more than one-half cent from the pre- 
vious month and 6 cents above last year. 
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Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 161.27 
cents a pound for January, nearly 2 cents more than in De- 
cember and 10 cents higher than January 1979. 

The 92-score butter price at New York averaged 134.67 
cents a pound in January, down 2 cents from a month earlier 
but almost 20 cents above a year ago. 

National evaporated milk prices averaged $19.05 a case in 
January, up 33 cents from December and $2.04 more than 
January last year. Prices for nonfat dry milk solids declined a 
little from December to January, but they were 7.4 cents 
above the previous year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 











January December January 











Sem Oey 1979 1979 1980 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound 115.03¢ 136.62¢ 134.67¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. block, pound 1/ 119.50¢ 125.00¢ 125.64¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

bloeks pour Mis sets mepeniateet teats 151.00¢ 159.50¢ 161.27¢ 
National evaporated milk, case, 48 

LS Hiunidso zy iCansi aus casa) Seer te $17.01 $18.72 $19.05 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

ADGA POUMds Fils ues. etc meen 76.30¢ 83.87¢ 83.70¢ 





1/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
RECORD HIGH IN 1979 


Preliminary estimates indicate that production of Ameri- 
can cheese in both Wisconsin and the Nation was a record 
high in 1979. American cheese production for the Nation to- 
taled about 2.2 billion pounds during 1979, up 5 percent 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 

















Change from 


December | December 
last year 


Item and area 








1,000 pounds 


BUTTER 
Wisconsin: 207) ss eae 19,099 20,700 254,800 Alleys: cr 
Minnesota... 2% 12,593 11,585 156,170 —- 8 - 8 
California jive eae 10,230 14,000 150,015 oul aes: 
Other states ..... 35,737 37,475 424,417 tS: = 2 
United States .... 77,659 83,760 985,402 ae 1G} -— 1 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN Memes oie ties 68,172 71,000 930,150 + 4 a 6 
Minnesotaee cy cueee 36,090 36,800 417,345 a fo “a Ae} 
TOWar cas aie pene 7,834 7,938 OTS: aoe ae He 
Other states. .... 58,177 56,758 742,502 — 2 +-.3 
United States .... 170,273 172,496 2,187,272 ae, ot £5 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS i) «Jad sels 16,965 16,602 217,654 — 2 So a 
Brick and Muenster 6,848 6,797 76,186 —- 1 n.c 
Dtaliainys. ness rece 78,576 80,080 929,063 atta) + 6 
AM othertae iene 28,725 28,653 299,503 n.c hae oS) 
Totals 2 cmemeerentns 131,114 132,132 1,552,406 0 ae, 
ALL CHEESE 
United States .... 301,052 304,628 3,709,678 tt Ty 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd Ua 47,577 47,497 664,997 n. ¢c. —- 3 
Creamed 2/ ais 60,551 61,767 847,866 ae Ps —- 3 
Lowfat 3) cares 10,510 10,840 155,261 Ped ts 
1,000 gallons Percent 
ICE CREAM 
Wisconsin) 4). surnaee 1,294 1,320 18,970 5D! nc. 
Thinois 27.os ve ee ee 2,783 2,510 38,140 — 10 —- § 
TOWaldiiecasy ieee eae 609 921 V3 VO9s) ah 5 + 16 
Michigan: alcne se 2,220 23250 36,680) + 4 eS 
Minnesota’. 2... ¢ 2,200 2,140 32,335 —- 3 aa. il 
Other states ..... 42,912 42,614 678,624 - 1 n.c 
United States .. 52,018 $1,755 817,918 - 1 n.c 





1/Mostly used for processing into creamed or lowfat cottage cheese. 2/Fat con- 
tent 4 percent or more. 3/Fat content less than 4 percent. 
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from 1978. Wisconsin produced 930 million pounds of Amer- 
ican cheese in 1979, an increase of 6 percent from the pre- 
vious year. The State accounted for 42.5 percent of the Na- 
tion’s American cheese production in 1979. Minnesota increas- 
ed its production of American cheese 9 percent from 1978, 
lowa was up 7 percent, and other states had a gain of 3 per- 
cent. 

Butter production in the Nation for 1979 amounted to 
985 million pounds, 1 percent below 1978. Dairy plants in 
Wisconsin churned nearly 255 million pounds of butter dur- 
ing 1979, an increase of 2 percent from a year earlier. Output 
of butter in Minnesota for 1979 was down 8 percent from 
the previous year but California’s production increased 8 per- 
cent. Other states manufactured 2 percent less butter in 1979 
than in 1978. 

Total cheese production Nationally in 1979 was 6 percent 
more than a year earlier. Swiss cheese output was up 4 percent 
from 1978, while production of Italian cheese increased 6 
percent. Brick and Muenster production for 1979 showed lit- 
tle change from the previous year. but output of all other var- 
ieties was up 5 percent. 

The Nation’s production of curd and creamed cottage 
cheese in 1979 was down 3 percent from 1978, but lowfat 
cottage cheese production increased 3 percent. 

Ice cream production in both Wisconsin and the Nation 
during 1979 was about the same as a year earlier. 


CHEESE STOCKS 18 PERCENT 
ABOVE A YEAR AGO 


Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at the end of 
January totaled nearly 515 million pounds, an increase of 18 
percent from the previous vear and the highest stocks for that 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 












Change 
from last 
year 


Commodity 














1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Butter tie gee cst. suet eee 195,713 206,653 190,001 — 8 
Cheese, American 395,246 361,444 405,148 2 
GheesesSwiss.ovy.2. 50.85 oe 8,136 12,420 14,772 +19 
Cheese, all other ..... 56,182 62,774 94,906 +51 
Gneese total Mies Ss 1 oe 459,564 436,638 514,826 +18 
WISCONSIN 
Butter: | 3 toes «ites ae 19,249 19,842 24,834 +25 
Cheese, American 192,761 189,478 214,585 Bolas) 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Bu tétieteesn. pots st kdooane 145,753 183,986 159,746 —13 
Cheese, American 38,110 5,901 6,323 ee 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufactures’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products, United States 





Change 
from 







Commodity 

















last year 

‘1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk. ...... 5,972 4,383 4,312 —- 2 
Driediskimimilky, . e2s\)0e vs) 63,228 40,937 93,933 +129 
Dried buttermilk ....... 4,945 3,006 4,687 +1756 


Condensed milk and evapo- 
rated milk (case goods) 1/. . 70,282 


1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


76,688 rier: 








date since 1955. Stocks of American cheese at 405 million 
pounds were up 12 percent from January 31, 1979. The 
Government owned 6.3 million pounds of American cheese 
at the end of January compared with 5.9 million pounds a 
year earlier. Wisconsin’s stocks of American cheese totaled 
214.6 million pounds, 13 percent more than on January 31 
last year. Swiss cheese stocks at the end of January were up 
19 percent from a year ago, while stocks of all other cheese 
increased 51 percent. 

The Nation had 190 million pounds of butter in cold 
storage on January 31, a decline of 8 percent from the pre- 
vious year. Government butter stocks totaled nearly 160 
million pounds, down 13 percent from a year earlier. Cold 
storage stocks of butter in Wisconsin at the end of January 
amounted to 24.8 million pounds, 25 percent higher than on 
that date in 1979. 


BUTTER AND AMERICAN CHEESE 
PRODUCTION ABOVE JANUARY 1979 


Production of butter and American cheese in Wisconsin 
and the Nation during January was higher than a year ago. 
The Nation’s butter output for January was about 4 percent 
more than a year earlier. December butter production had 
been 8 percent greater than the previous year. Wisconsin’s 


‘butter production in December was also up 8 percent from a 


year earlier, and output for January continued above last 
year. 

Production of American cheese in the Nation during Jan- 
uary was about 4 percent higher than a year ago, following an 
increase of 1 percent in December. American cheese produc- 
tion in Wisconsin for January exceeded the 4 percent increase 
shown in December. 


Recent Change in Butter and Cheese Output 






American Cheese 
United States 


Butter 
United States 













Wisconsin Wisconsin 
























Periods 
DrodueHon Change | Change Production Change | Change 
from last} from last from last| from last 
1979 1979 
year year year year 
1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 1,000 lbs. Percent] Percent 
December . 83,/6U +7 8 ail) tes 172,496 cet gy al! + 54 
Jan.-Dec. 985,402 -— 1 + 2 2,187,272 ie me Oh 
Weeks ending 
1980 
Jan.10.. 23,400 ap tS) — 3 40,500 Ele et Ws} 
Jans UTE. 22,500 ars ane Aug) 38,100 cam | hy '6 
Jan. 24... 22,300 Suen. ree 40,500 + 4 + 10 
Jan. ali 23,000 HS nett! 41,900 lee. See 
Total 7 <0 91,200 + 4 XXX 161,000 ite tA) XXX 





STATE’S MILK PRODUCTION 
RECORD HIGH IN 1979 


Wisconsin’s 1979 milk production amounted to a record 
high of nearly 22 billion pounds, 3 percent more than in 
1978. Milk cow numbers for 1979 averaged 2,000 head high- 
er than the previous year. Monthly milk production per cow 
exceeded a year earlier in every month of 1979 except Apmil 
and May. The annual production per cow for 1979 averaged 
12,107 pounds. an increase of 372 pounds from 1978. 
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Number of Milk Cows in Herds on Farms, Wisconsin, 1968-79 1/ 













































Year January February March June July August September} October | November | December Annual 
1,000 head 

196 Stee eae 1,909 1,905 1,900 1,895 | 1,890 1,885 1,880 1,875 1.869 1.863 1.858 1.853 1.882 
TOGO Saws 1,849 1,846 1,843 1,839 1,836 1,833 1,830 1,827 1,824 1,821 1,818 1.816 1.832 
LOT OD recs 1,815 1,815 1,814 1,814 1,813 1,813 1,812 15812 1,813 1,813 1,814 1,814 1,814 
WO P Ss 205 Ge ce 1,815 1,816 1s8h7 1,818 1,819 1,821 1,822 1,824 1,826 1,828 1,830 1,832 1,822 
LO P2e i Saeeee 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1 8o2 1,832 1,831 1,831 1,830 1,829 1,827 1,831 
URS TASS amor ee L825 1,823 1,820 io 1,814 1,811 1,808 1,805 1,803 1,801 1,799 1,797 1.810 
UOTE aes 1,796 1,797 1,798 1,799 1,800 1,800 1,800 1,801 1,803 1,805 1,807 1,809 1,801 
LOVS. se ee 1,810 1,810 1,811 1,812 1,813 1,813 1,814 1,813 1,813 1,812 1,812 1.812 1,812 
VO7633 © sy we 1,811 ey 3 ie 1,810 1,810 1,810 1,810 1,808 1,805 1,804 1,803 1,801 1,800 1,807 
1:90 ete, os 1,800 1,799 1,798 1,799 1,800 1,800 1,802 1,803 1,805 1,806 1,808 1,809 1,802 
t DFS Padre ee 1,810 1,810 1,811 1,811 1,811 1,811 1,811 1,811 1,812 1,812 1,811 1,811 1.811 
VOTO caeete 1,811 1,811 1,812 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 1,813 

1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 

Milk Production per Cow, Wisconsin, 1968-79 1/ 
February July September] October | November | December] Annual 
Pounds 

POGShree ss, 785 766 860 880 960 940 846 775 710 GRIMS 695 740 9,676 
1969s = «5 780 745 860 875 975 992 885 810 735 710 700 RE I 9,853 
LOTO Ween: see 810 765 890 915 1,000 1,000 905 835 750 766 735 795 10,163 
SNe = ee 840 795 910 940 1,025 1,005 905 845 770 785 135 790 10,345 
LO 2M. salons 835 810 925 940 1,020 15025 945 870 800 800 739 790 10,500 
LOTS mers sib 830 785 910 935 1,000 980 890 820 750 765 730 790 10,189 
LORAR <i 845 7195 920 930 1,015 1,010 925 865 785 780 730 790 10,390 
VO FSweC | wees 835 790 915 930 995 990 910 850 785 815 775 840 10,430 
VO FGM, tetas 890 860 955 985 1,060 1,055 985 955 880 870 835 900 11232) 
UOT ss 950 885 1,025 1,040 Tels) 1,090 1,030 985 905 900 845 905 11,676 
VOT 8" a sao 955 890 1,035 1,050 P5115 1,105 1,025 975 905 910 855 915 115735 
VOCS Tier en. 980 910 1,045 1,045 15015 1,110 1,080 1,035 960 965 905 960 12,107 





1/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 





January 











1,499 
1,442 
1,470 


D925 
1,530 
pn les} 
1,518 


1511 
1,612 
SO) 
hehe ate 
1577S 





February 


1,459 
1375 
1,388 


1,444 
1,484 
1,431 
1,429 


1,430 
Lasiehq/ 
1592 
1,611 
1,648 


Milk Production on Farms, Wisconsin, 1968-79 1/ 





1,634 
1,585 
1,614 


1,653 
1,695 
1,656 
1,654 


1,657 
Tag Peas) 
1,843 
1,874 
1,894 





1/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 


Milk cows on farms 1/ 


1,668 
1,609 
1,660 


1,709 
1,722 
1,699 
1,673 


1,685 
1,783 
1,871 
1,902 
1,895 


1,814 
1,790 


ep leas ls) 


1,864 
1,869 
1,814 
1,827 


1,804 
1919 
2,007 
2,019 
2,021 


Waging? 
1,818 
1,813 


1,830 
1,878 
gies) 
1,818 


1,795 
1,910 
1,962 
2,001 
2,012 


1,590 
1,620 
1,640 


1,649 
itea/ srl 
1,609 
1,665 


1,651 
1,781 
1,856 
1,856 
IS8 


1,453 
1,480 
1S 


1,541 
1503 
1,480 
1,558 


1,541 
1,724 
1,776 
1,766 
1,876 


1,327 
1,341 
1,360 


1,406 
1,465 
15352 
1,415 


1,423 
1,588 
1,634 
1,640 
1,740 





Milk per cow 2/ 





1,332 
131) 
1,389 


1,435 
1,464 
1,378 
1,408 


1,477 
1,569 
1,625 
1,649 
1,750 


Milk Cows and Milk Production by Months, United States, 1977, 1978, and 1979 


120 
2S 
1,333 


1,345 
15352 
1,313 
Wigs] HY) 


1,404 
1,504 
1,528 
1,548 
1,641 


Milk production 2/ 















Million pounds 


1,371 
1,407 
1,442 


1,447 
1,443 
1,420 
1,429 


15522 
1,620 
1,637 
1,657 
1,740 






18,210 
18,051 
18,435 


18,848 
19,226 
18,442 
18,713 


18,900 
20,296 
21,041 
21252 
21,950 











Mont 1977 1978 1979 1977 1978 1979 1977 1978 1979 
1,000 head Pounds Million pounds 

January 11,026 10,925 10,833 897 913 923 9,887 9,972 10,004 
Feburary 11,018 10,896 10,804 844 855 862 9,301 9,259 9537. 
Marchi ee. 2, ace 11,004 10,872 10,773 961 966 OTT 10,572 10,501 10,526 
April! Ayers 10,992 10,840 10,757 976 979 985 10,725 10,614 10,600 
Mayeie Shuey une 10,978 10,818 10,750 1,034 1,032 1,044 11,354 11,161 11,226 
une) ae sae 10,961 10,807 10,738 1,003 1,004 1,022 10,989 10,851 10,973 
Sully soe 10,960 10,803 10,741 974 973 996 10,671 10,516 10,698 
AU EUST coe ares 10,968 10,813 10,755 945 942 971 10,363 10,188 10,439 
September. . . 10,963 10,827 10,785 896 896 929 9,820 9,702 10,014 
October Ars 10,945 10,830 10,795 899 904 936 9,838 Oehis) 10,108 
November... 10,942 10,825 10,794 858 862 895 9,391 o 333 9,657 
December... . : 10,933 10,839 10,803 895 896 931 9,787 CR ai lG) 10,061 
Annual... . . 10,974 10,841 10,777 11,181 11,218 11,471 122,698 121,609 123,623 





1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2/lxcludes milk sucked by calves. 
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Milk production in the Nation during 1979 totaled 124 bil- 
lion pounds, 2 percent above the previous year but 3 percent 
under the record of 127 billion pounds established in 1964. 
Production per cow for 1979 was a record high of 11,471 
pounds, an increase of 253 pounds from 1978. The number 
of milk cows on farm continued downward. There were an 
average of 10.8 million milk cows on the Nation’s farms in 
1979, a decline of 1 percent from a year earlier. 

Wisconsin remained the leading milk producing state in 
1979, with its 22 billion pounds accounting for 18 percent of 
the National output. California was the next ranking state 
with 12.5 billion pounds. New York produced 10.7 billion 
pounds, Minnesota 9.2 billion, and Pennsylvania 8.1 billion. 
These five states provided over half of the National milk pro- 
duction in 1979. 


PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
FALLS BELOW PRICES PAID INDEX 


The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers as of 
mid-January averaged 262 percent of the 1967 base, down 1 
point from a month earlier. The index of prices paid increas- 
ed 9 points to an average of 266 percent of the 1967 base. 
This was the first month since July 1978 that the prices paid 
index exceeded the prices received index. Declines in the 
price of soybeans and corn were the main contributors to a 
lower prices received index, while higher costs for energy, in- 
terest, and taxes pushed the prices paid index up. Although 
the prices received index was 11 points above January 1979, 
the index of prices paid increased 34 points. 


PRICE INDEXES-WISCONSIN 


275 
% of I967 
250 





y Prices Feceived 


@ -a> 
eee et Prices Paid 


Jan. April July Oct. Jan. 
1979 1980 


Milk cows averaged $1,085.00 per head in January, up 
$15.00 from the previous month and $215.00 above last year. 
Calves brought a record high of $114.00 a hundredweight as 
of mid-January, a gain of $4.10 from December and $45.90 
higher than January 1979. 

Steers and heifers averaged $64.80 a hundredweight for 
January, an increase of 50 cents from a month earlier and 
$10.70 more than a year ago. Slaughter cows returned an 
average of $48.30 a hundredweight as of January 15, up 
$1.00 from December and 10 cents higher than last year. 

Hog prices declined from December to January. At $36.70 
a hundredweight in January, hogs were down 70 cents from 
the previous month and$13.40 under a year ago. 


Sheep averaged $19.50 a hundredweight in January, a gain 
of.70 cents from December and $2.90 above January 1979. 
Lamb prices increased $3.00 from December to January. At 
$66.00 a hundredweight for mid-January, lambs were $2.30 
more than a year earlier. 

Turkey prices dropped sharply from December to January. 
Turkeys averaged 39 cents a pound liveweight in January, 
down 9 cents from the previous month and 12 cents below a 
year ago. Eggs also declined substantially from December to 
January. Egg prices averaged 52.5 cents a dozen as of January 
15, down 9.5 cents from a month earlier and only one-half 
cent above January 1979. 

Wheat prices averaged $3.54 a bushel in January, the same 
as the previous month but 42 cents higher than last year. 
Corn prices fell 13 cents from December to January. At 
$2.17 a bushel in mid-January, corn was 19 cents above a 
year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 
















January 15 |December 15} January 15 






January 15 





aE Ty 1978 1979 1980 
Dollars 

Milk cows ..... 610.00 870.00 1,070.00 1,085.00 
Steers and heifers . 37.90 54.10 64.30 64.80 
GOWS. ae, sees 26.90 48.20 47.30 48.30 
‘Calves hs vane xetoente 42.00 68.10 109.90 114.00 
TOSS seureneuel tents rs 43.00 50.10 37.40 36.70 
Sheep 4 55a. as 2 13.50 16.60 18.80 19.50 
Wamibsitcn.) ercl ies 57.00 63.70 63.00 66.00 
MuUTKe YS seen cas 410 510 -480 -390 
B pastes Mae eee 456 520 .620 525 
Gomeeaine Mae 1.91 1/ 1.98 1/ 2.30 1/ 2.17 
Wheat % ..6)3./5 <5 2.34 3.12 3.54 3.54 
Oats yew eres 1.08 1/ 7 ps 1.35 1/ 1.30 
SOYDCAMS a: toe) cece 5.54 6.33 5.85 Seo 
Alfalfa hay, baled 52.50 39.50 30.00 31.50 





1/Average for the month. 


The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers for 1979 
averaged 257 percent of the 1967 base. This was an increase 
of 33 points (15 percent) from 1978. Record high prices for 
milk, cattle, sheep, and lambs in 1979, along with improved 
crop prices, were the main reasons for the gain in the prices 
received index. The index of prices paid by Wisconsin farmers 
for 1979 averaged 245 percent of the 1967 base, up 27 points 
(12 percent) from 1978. Sharply higher prices for fuel and 
fertilizer contributed to the increase in the prices paid index. 


Prices Received Index 1967=100, Wisconsin 










UEVORNEN mean Ge eb aed 


February..... 196 211 256 
Marohy 4:85) a6 .5. 197 214 258 
Aprit 35s SiS a 198 27 260 
' May 200 220 260 
JUNE sas, epee, len oe 199 220 253 
ia byatr ae contents ts 198 219 rake 
ISUPAURS ve 5 poole 3 197 224 251 
September. —.- 199 230 260 
October rie... 200 240 260 
November .... 200 243 261 


December un... - 
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CATTLE INVENTORY 
HIGHER IN WISCONSIN 


The number of cattle and calves on Wisconsin farms Jan- 
uary | totaled nearly 4.3 million head, an increase of 4 per- 
cent from a year earlier. This was the first increase in the 
State’s cattle inventory since January 1, 1975. 

There were 1,813,000 milk cows that had calved in Wis- 
consin as of January 1 this year, an increase of 3,000 milk 
cows from that date last year. Beef cows that had calved to- 
taled 248,000, up 20,000 head from January 1, 1979 but still 
102,000 head below the beef cow inventory of January 1, 
LOG: 

Milk replacement heifers weighing 500 pounds or more 
numbered 735,000 head at the beginning of 1980, an in- 
crease of 22,000 head from a year earlier. The 55,000 head 
of beef replacement heifers were 7,000 head fewer than on 
January | last year. Other heifers weighing 500 pounds or 
more totaled 85,000 head, up 3,000 head from a year ago. 

The number of steers and bulls weighing 500 pounds and 
over on Wisconsin farms January | was above the previous 
year. There were also more steers, heifers, and bulls weighing 
ander 500 pounds than a year earlier. Wisconsin’s 1979 calf 
crop of 1,985,000 head was 5,000 head fewer than in 1978. 

All sheep and lambs on Wisconsin farms January 1 totaled 


113,000 head, 19 percent more than a year ago. This was the 
third consecutive increase in sheep and lambs after serveral 
years of declining numbers. Stock sheep numbered 100,000 
head, up 15,000 head from January 1, 1979. The largest in- 
creases occurred in breeding ewes and ewe lambs. Ewes 1 
year and older numbered 70,000 head, 11 percent higher 
than the previous year. Ewe lambs, at 23,000 head were 35 
percent greater than on January | last year. Rams and wethers 
totaled 7,000 head compared with 5,000 a year earlier. The 
1979 lamb crop of 92,000 head was 18 percent larger than in 
1978. There were 13,000 sheep and lambs on feed January | 
compared with 10,000 a year ago. 

Hog producers in Wisconsin had 1,830,000 hogs and pigs 
on farms December 1, 1979. This was the largest hog inven- 
tory in nine years. Breeding stock on December | was up 3 
percent from a year earlier, while the number of market hogs 
increased 13 percent. 

All chickens in Wisconsin on December 1, 1979 totaled 
5,400,000, the same as on that date in 1978. 

The total value of all cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs, and 
chickens was over $3.1 billion, an increase of 25 percent 
from a year earlier. Cattle and calves were valued at a record 
high of $710.00 per head, up $130.00 from January 1, 1979. 
Hog values were down sharply. At an average value per head 


Number and Value of Livestock, January 1, Wisconsin 








Class of livestock 





Farm value per head 
1979 1980 1979 1980 1979 






Farm value 
1980 

















1,000 head Dollars 1,000 dollars 
Cows and heifers that‘have calved’). 0. ao... 21.4) sa ss. 2,038 2,061 xe = _ — 

BECLCOWS ik eae ae eolae anaes roo Arson. Aula ae 228 248 — a _ = 

MILK; COWS ee hose Reis eit yee spon cihot ete ouster ces 1,810 1,813 — ra - ~ 
Heifers 500 pounds andiover cc) oa tee eee) aie nel ete 857 875 — = - a 

Foribeet cow replacements mee o et eee ce teen ea = ese 62 55 — = _— - 

Formiulkicowreplacenten tie -wee ian ieper weenie aia 713 735 — = _ = 

Othepheifersaicey he scii2- a ce hues ee aietal Mm eh ome fount 82 85 = = _ — 
Steers SOO moundssandioveraas ce susuee Nene toneiten enemas 291 366 = = — - 
Bullss500 poundsiand: Over yo ese al <tecy oat Convers cha teo) faas 41 43 oa = - - 
Heifers, steers, and bulls under 500 pounds. ......... 873 935 oe i — = 

Allecattlevandscal Vesreene. van tas))=erue) career ak RP neat elie 4,100 4,280 580.00 710.00 2,378,000 3,038,800 

COPD ANG OM G7 ea he EA Miser, ey UA ae re a dycen Gs. 1,650 1,830 80.00 53.00 132,000 96,990 
stock’ sheepandilam DS sce: 2. testa et ead) to oe ee 85 100 = — = — 

Ewes f yenrandiiOoldersay- awywiey coe ve rcarcuices Geert en emenrents 63 70 rm _ is _ 

wie. Harnitbs aes teolone 1 capiaeeie Esiires ie coet sca eet ata i ren 17 23 a _ = a 

Ramstand weetliers! 1 year am Olde rey ace. eae ee eerones 3 4 nad = as — 

Wether andinint ain bSisajet cen) emer sitet setae) eR 2 3 ar _ m= = 
Sheepindilimibs oniteed) mas er one. eieeiewenie tcaons mcursans bel ans 10 13 a — = — 

All Sheep inaitanm satan a -j.)— 5 kent t thon coke) eh wanes ke ae 95 113 71.00 84.00 6,745 9,492 
Hensand pulletsiofilayinie agen pay. cletasue) coy kere) ore sien 4,018 4,030 = = = a 
Otherpulleds yee eee cece eee eae piles aetg ae erro 1,344 1,335 aa at aa on 
OtberccCHick eniSpoyiat eee oetcce se ee ae ea en 38 35 = a 2 = 

PAY Wet OLN GN Wd a, etn iscerereritn sl GEStecl Bliciio ee oy oF 5,400 5,400 1.65 1.85 8,910 9,990 

Turkey breeder hens: l/e ar ven ene rene <i iel iaae 715 3/ 7.50 3/ $63 3/ 
MOT NEC ee Pas veces, Suny outs Serie tae obges lio 0 Oh — — — — 2,526,218 3,155,272 4/ 

United States 
Bee heOwsy oigica = eeeee CANES Peabo a enum as estan ot es re mn 37,005 36,983 = as vas a 
MILK GOSVS [LU po leatennyiey ateatua tes th tar Be ee Nea aed enters etn eS 10,839 10,810 = = me Bs 
Allvathe@r: Cattle: capsst ein bol ace at rene Hecke itsrn es iaia Rea tcaliea RaNPaay aks 63,022 63,168 aut ps a i 

ALE Carte le saa aresye cote ey yanks: Re, teh hannie Fee acne sia et tas 110,864 110,961 403.00 $02.00 44,661,338 55,723,774 

Hops piss (ia ee aie ae rh ieee) eo mnie uta ch Sana 60,100 66,950 83.30 56.30 5,004,269 3,769,706 

Shee pani Any S gs ek ee a ete re ae ee nan An eee ent aly 12,220 ¥2°55:13 le 77.90 875,927 974,142 

Chickens 1y/eQye ssid spe esas) icc Se east sd fee ge aaa eat aN 395,769 399,676 1S 1.81 693,766 724,844 

Turkey Dreeder hens: lyse ecess ey ym es ois ees Ae ec 3.370 3,700 12253) 13.56 42,222 50,187 
"PO tal’ waluie igs vi eas Be ease okt ate eee ane, ar tary Shree Te Ce cea eh ee a Sian =— aos a Sue 7 S22 61,242,653 














1/December | previous year. 2/Does not include commercial broilers. 3/Not published to avoid disclosing individual operations. 4/Turkey breeder hen value not included 


5/U. S. totals are for 27 selected states. 
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of $53.00, hogs were $27.00 under the record high of Decem- 
ber 1, 1978. Sheep and lambs had a value per head of $84.00, 
a gain of $13.00 from the previous year. All chickens were 
valued at $1.85 each, 20 cents more than a year earlier. 


All cattle and calves in the Nation on January 1, 1980 to- 
taled 111 million head, slightly above a year ago and the first 
increase since 1975. Beef cows at 37 million head were virtu- 
ally unchanged from January 1, 1979. There were 10.8 mil- 
lion milk cows on the Nation’s farms January 1, a little lower 
than the previous year. 

Beef replacement heifers in the Nation at the beginning of 
1980 were up 8 percent from a year earlier, while milk re- 
placement heifers increased 6 percent. The number of steers 
weighing 500 pounds or more was down 3 percent but bulls 
in that weight category were up 4 percent. Heifers, steers, 
and bulls weighing under 500 pounds had a slightly higher in- 
ventory than a year ago. The Nation’s 1979 calf crop of 42.8 
million head was 2 percent below 1978. 

There were 67 million head of hogs and pigs on the Na- 
tion’s farms December 1, an increase of 11 percent from that 
date in 1978 and the largest December | inventory since 
1970. All sheep and lambs on farms January 1, 1980 totaled 
12.5 million head, up 2 percent from a year earlier and the 
first increase in sheep numbers since 1960. 

Chicken numbers in the Nation on December 1, 1979 
were | percent above the previous year, while the inventory 
of turkey breeder hens increased 10 percent. 

The total value of all cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs, 
chickens, and turkey breeder hens in the Nation was $61.2 
billion, 19 percent more than a year earlier. 


POULTRY STOCKS 
UP 39 PERCENT 


Cold storage stocks of poultry in the Nation at the end of 
January were 39 percent higher than a year ago. Stocks of 
chicken were up 28 percent from January 31, 1979, while 
turkey stocks increased 46 percent. 

There were 736 million pounds of red meat in cold storage 
at the end of January, an increase of 1 percent from the pre- 
vious year as higher pork stocks offset lower beef supplies. 

Pork stocks totaled 286.1 million pounds on January 31, 
up 27 percent from that date last year. Beef stocks at 369.7 


Cold Storage Stocks of Red Meat and Poultry 
United States, January 31, 1980, and Comparisons 













Change 


Commodity from last 








year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
FROZEN MEAT 
Beefy ih. s See eae tens 313,088 423,712 350,334 369,661 —13 
PORK: 0. t,o ete ese eee 174,936 224,497 283,347 286,125 27 
Meals /.c-8. or spree Tefen steve 13,120 9,632 10,251 10,631 +10 
Lambiand nnuitton) 5 22 2: 9,261 10,965 10,751 10,410 — § 
CANNED MEATS 
IN COOLER 
FARIS peti acts “<a inte uke ony oe 35,896 44,737 36,819 41,545 -—.7 


12,805 14.816 £7,216 17.628 +19 
559.106 728.359 708,718 736,000 alee 


Othermmests 0-42 - ae) -we a - 
Total redinmerti co 2kea-). i 


FROZEN POULTRY 
@hieke pmyalee ous, ete) os 
Turkeys tag.) sah 
Totalpoultgy 2) 2. 


1/Excludes cooler beef and cooler pork. 2/Includes frozen ducks. 


133,313 106.011 142.100 135,814 + 28 
168,266 170.674 240,039 249,145 + 46 
304,559 279,803 386,944 388.932 sacs) 











million pounds were 13 percent below a year ago. Stocks of 
veal were 10 percent above January 31, 1979, but stocks of 
lamb and mutton declined 5 percent. 


NATION'S HOG SLAUGHTER 
RECORD HIGH FOR JANUARY 


Hog slaughter in the Nation during January totaled 8.4 
million head, an increase of 26 percent from a year ago and a 
record kill for that month. Wisconsin’s hog slaughter in 
January numbered 206,000 head, up 35 percent from January 
LOT: 

There were 98,000 cattle butchered in Wisconsin during 
January, 8 percent more than a year earlier. The Nation’s 
cattle slaughter for January was down 12 percent from that 
month last year. 

The 38,000 calves slaughtered in Wisconsin during January 
were just slightly more than a year ago. Calf slaughter in the 
Nation was 21 percent below January 1979. 

The number of sheep and lambs slaughtered in the Nation 
for January was up 15 percent from the previous year. Sheep 
and lamb slaughter in Wisconsin totaled 300 head in January 
compared with 200 head a year earlier. 


Commercial Slaughter, January 1979 and 1980 
Wisconsin and United States 1/ 


Number slaughtered 


Total liveweight 








Change Change 

Species and area 1979 1980 |from last 1979 1980 |from last 

year 2/ year 2/ 

1,000 head Percent Million pounds Percent 

WISCONSIN 
Cattlejall)). 9%... 91 98 ie ts} 106.8 116.5 <n aS) 
Cows 3/...: 45.7 51.0) 6412 = = + 
Steers & heifers 3/ aii i! 33:3 ary) _ - — 
GCalvesig.) cm. usr: 38 38 a 7.5 8.2 +10 
Hogs; valliecenne 152 206 135) 36.6 49.1 + 34 
SOWSeSi/c ner c Qe, 3.1 +15 = - — 
Sheep & lambs . 22) 3 + 50 21 4/ 32 4/ +52 
UNITED STATES 

Gatile valle). 3,305 2,923 —12 dt 3,180 — 9 
Cows) 3i/aere 549 520 tS = - — 
Steers & heifers 3/. 2,491 2,164 —13 a _ — 
Calvessh nao an. 296 255 —21 70 55 —21 
Hogs; all eine 6,696 8,416 + 26 1,611 2,044 ta 2i7, 
SOWS)73)/ in aus fe 317 442 + 39 - - — 
Sheep & lambs 402 462 sels 46 54 Seed 








1/Excludes farm slaughter. 2/Percent change based on unrounded values. 
3/Federally inspected only. 4/Expressed in thousands. 


NOTICE 


Beginning with this issue, the monthly average prices 
for cattle and hogs will be Wisconsin market prices rather 
than the Kansas City and St. Paul markets that have 
been used previously. These Wisconsin prices are com- 
piled by market reporters of the Wisconsin State-Federal 
Livestock Market News. The cattle prices used in the 
narrative and chart for the Wisconsin Farm Reporter 
will be from auction markets and will include good and 
choice Holstein fed steers weighing 1100 to 1500 
pounds, utility cows, and large frame No. 2 Holstein 
feeder steers weighing 800 to 1000 pounds. The hog 
price will include barrows and gilts, U.S. 1-2, weighing 
200 to 230 pounds. These will be Wisconsin direct hog 
prices at packing plants and at country buying stations. 
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BEEF MARKET HIGHER 


Beef cattle prices at Wisconsin auction markets during Jan- 
uary were up from the previous month. Good and choice 


Holstein fed steers weighing 1,100-1,500 pounds averaged 


$58.12 a hundredweight in January. This was 30 cents above 
December and $2.90 more than a year ago. 

Utility cows at Wisconsin markets averaged $50.52 a hun- 
dredweight during January, an increase of $2.30 from Decem- 
ber but about the same as in January 1979. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


Wisconsin Markets 


\978,79,80 





$ per Cwt. 
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Large frame number two Holstein feeder steers weighing 
800-1,000 pounds averaged $60.71 a hundredweight during 
January. This was $1.59 more than a month earlier and $3.54 
above last year. 


HOG MARKET DOWN 


Prices paid for barrows and gilts at Wisconsin packing 
plants and country buying stations declined from December 
to January. Barrows and gilts weighing 200-230 pounds aver- 
aged $37.23 a hundredweight in January, down $1.18 from 
December and nearly $14.00 under a year ago. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
Ae deel Markets Mo. Averages 1978,79,80 


* "S976 
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